
  

Bob and I look forward to a New Year for JICA 
and its membership.  We trust that it will be 

constructive and 
productive and 
that a good deal 
can be 
accomplished 
for the benefit 
of Jekyll Island 
and its 
residents.  We 
are pleased to 
be working with 

Jones Hooks, the new Executive Director.   

To date we have found him personable, accessible 
and cooperative.  We hope that we will have a 
better working relationship with the JIA Board so 
that whatever differences of opinion we may have 
can be discussed and resolved amicably.  

Norman Haft   

I concur with Norman's comments.  Not only will 
we look to better Jekyll Island and continue to look 

out for the 
betterment of all 
Jekyll residents 
and guests, but 
we will 
continue to seek 
out continued 
good 
relationships 
with the new 
Executive     

Director, Jones Hooks and the new JIA Board 
President, Bob Krueger, who Norman and I have 
already met and had a very professional and 
amicable session concerning issues relative to Jekyll 
Island.  I am looking forward to a very productive 
and constructive year.  

Turn to page 3 for the first JICA Newsletter article 
from Executive Director, Mr. Jones Hooks, since he 
arrived on the island.  I believe you will find Mr. 
Hooks to be sincere and truly concerned about the 
future of Jekyll Island.   

Bob Lelli  

   

Have you ever heard of the Center for a 
Sustainable Coast? It is an organization to promote 
wise, ecologically safe development of Georgia's 
coast.  Since the organization works to protect the 
complete Georgia coastline, it has had alot of input 
in helping to decide what is sustainable and safe for 
Jekyll Island.  The "Center" really merits your 
support.  

Go to their website - www.sustainablecoast.org

 

- 
read, learn, help out financially if you can.  If you 
don't "compute" - call and I will get a copy of the 
Center's latest newsletter to you.  Jean Poleszak - 
635 - 2176 

 

--- October, 2008 --- 

 

Thoughts from the JICA Presidents 
By Norman Haft and Bob Lelli 

   

Center for Sustainable Coast

 

By Jean Poleszak 

http://www.sustainablecoast.org
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As always seems to be the case, Jekyll Island 
continues to be a beehive of activity. With so much 
going on I thought it might be helpful to provide 
some key items in capsule form for your review. As 
a secondary effort to assist in keeping everyone 
informed, we will be providing a list of Jekyll 
Island web pages in this and future issues of the 
JICA newsletter. I recognize that all web pages are 
not represented in this issue. If you know of a web 
page that should be included, please send it to me at 
pblellibellsouth.net for inclusion in future 
publications.   

Some of the more interesting and exciting 
happenings sense our last publication include:  

1.  Linger Longer Communities presented a scaled 
down Beach Village to the JIA, residents and other 
interested parties on Oct 6 at the Convention 
Center. The presentation was met with positive 
comments by most in attendance. LLC says the 
village will provide 350 new hotel rooms, a 76,000 
sq. ft. convention center and 30,000 sq. ft. of retail 
space, all arranged around a central plaza that 
would accommodate walking traffic and possible 
entertainment during various times of the year.  

This particular plan calls for only 1.7 acres of new 
development, which is considerably less than the 
previous proposal. There will be no development on 
the north parking lot of the Convention Center, just 
refurbishing to go along with the new plan.  The 
new plan calls for Time Share vacation ownership 
units, a mid-scale hotel, an economy hotel, retail 
space and convention center expansion and 
refurbishing. All development will be on the east 
side of Beachview Drive with no buildings on the 
west side of Beachview Drive. The JIA Board voted 
to approve the plan unanimously at this meeting.  

Some of the features that were part of the new plan 
were no condos or four star hotels, and no changes 
to the play-ground and miniature golf course.  

(Continued on Page 7)  

 
Jekyll Island 

Citizens Association 

 
P.O. Box 13101 

Jekyll Island, Georgia 31527 

 
JICA meetings are normally held on the first 
Monday of the month unless it is a holiday, then 
it will be held on the second Monday. Meetings 
are held at the Convention Center, Beachside 
Hall at 2:00 P.M. 

 

A newsletter is published on the 1st of October, 
December, February and April. The annual 
meeting and election of Officers is held in May. 

 

Officers

  

          Norman Haft and Bob Lelli, Co-Presidents 
          Mindy Egan, Vice President 
          Steve Newell, Secretary 
          Dawn Zenkert, Treasurer 
          Frank Mirasola, Immediate Past President 

 

Executive Committee

  

          Richard Van Iderstyne 
          Mindy Egan 
          Norman Haft 

 

Directors

 

Terms

 

End

  

2009: Steve Newell; Lee Willnow; Dawn Zenkert 

 

2010: Mindy Egan; Rick Hoffman; Bob Lelli 

 

2011: Norman Haft; Richard Van Iderstyne; Larry 
Waldhauer 

 

Standing Committees - Chairs/Alternates

  

Communications

 

Darrell Davidson; Bob Lelli; Richard Van 
Iderstyne; Ron Willnow (web site) 

 

Logistics

 

          C.J. Jefferies; Dawn Zenkert  

 

Quality of Life on Jekyll

 

          Lee Willnow 

 

Membership

 

          Megan Jeffries 
                                            

From the Editor’s Desk 
By Bob Lelli 
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"Paradise, heaven, a bubble, a nightmare, no-
growth zone, a small town, where everything 
(especially construction) takes a little longer and 

cost a little 
more....all of 
these phrases 
have been used 
to describe Jekyll 
Island to me and 
my wife 
(Stephanie) since 
we moved to 
Jekyll on June 
16.  And, believe 
it or not, after 
only three 
months, 
I definitely 
understand their 
origin and 

validity!     

Jekyll Island IS a very special place - one that I 
have been visiting since I was a young boy.  And, 
while it has definitely changed over the years; most 
of its attributes have not....including its beauty and 
politics!  But, the Island remains a special place for 
those that visit and those who are fortunate enough 
to live here.  Once here, you definitely have 
the feeling that you have arrived somewhere far, far 
away!   

I am extremely excited to be the Executive 
Director of the Jekyll Island Authority, and 
I appreciate the warm welcome that so many Jekyll 
Island Citizens Association members and others 
have given Stephanie and me since our arrival.  I 
am convinced that all JIA employees and Board 
members have one thing in common --- we all love 
Jekyll Island!  And, to that end, I commit to you 
that my staff and I will continue to do everything 
possible to work with you and the Authority 
towards maintaining this special place while making               

necessary changes that will address our financial 
challenges.   

I have enjoyed getting to know JICA Co-Presidents 
Bob Lelli and Norman Haft.  I appreciate their 
insights and openness.  My operational philosophy 
includes valuing each member of our team and of 
the community, and I plan to listen to 
you often.  Individual meetings, Town Hall 
Meetings, written communications, and casual 
conversations on the street are all part of my 
strategy to communicate directly and frequently.     

My door is open to you, and I look forward to 
getting to know you all better in the months ahead.     

Jones Hooks 
Executive Director  

 

Jekyll Island Arts Association 
Upcoming Events: 

 

October 14, 2008 – Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. - Faith 
Chapel “Just Some Old Fashioned Love Songs” 
songs by American Composers, George 
Gershwin and Cole Porter, featuring Kate 
Hamer and Lois Richter.  

November 30, 2008

 

– Sunday at 7:30 p.m. - 
Convention Center Beachside Hall - “A Celtic 
Acoustic Christmas Show” with Carroll Brown 
and Harry O’Donoghue.  Singer/songwriter 
Harry O’Donoghue and Carroll Brown are 
proud to present an Acoustic Celtic Christmas, a 
show filled with Spiritual, Celtic, Southern and 
traditional seasonal songs, complimented by 
stories and recitations.    

December 9, 2008

 

– Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. - 
Convention Center Beachside Hall - Jekyll 
Singers Annual Christmas Program.  

As always, all programs are free of charge.    

 
A Message from Jekyll Island Authority Executive Director 

By Jones Hooks 

   

Jones Hooks 
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The Days Inn & Suites

  
This issues spotlight is on the Days Inn & Suites, 
which was originally called the Corsair Hotel, was 
gutted and renovated in 1999 and re-opened in 
2000.  Kayla Carter, the front desk mgr., was very   

  

Kayla Carter, Days Inn Front Desk Mgr.  

nice to give me much of the information used for 
this article.   The Days Inn location is one of the 
prime hotel locations on the island and has 
accommodated many guests over the years on 
Jekyll.  The staff consists of the following people:    

Shirley Rayhon - General Mgr. 
Barbara Williams - Exec. Housekeeper 
Larry Rivers - Chief Engr. 
Maria Gumble - Dir. of Sales 
Vickie Bell - Marketing Specialist   

In addition to the above management group - there 
are 6 people that service the front desk, 20 people in 
housekeeping, 4 people in the maintenance 
department and 3 people in the breakfast room for 
their continental breakfast.  

The Days Inn has Standard Rooms with 2 double 
beds, microwave and mini-refrigerator.  These 
rooms either face the ocean or parking lot. The 
Suites are all on the ocean side and consist of a 
bedroom area with 2 double beds, dresser and TV.  
A hallway, which is the kitchenette, living room 
area with Queen sleeper and dresser and TV and a 
dinner table for 4.  

The Days Inn has two pools facing the ocean, one 
of which will be heated this coming February.  It 
also has a business called Wheel Fun, which is a 
bicycle rental operation, owned by Scott Ryan, and 
is right on the property facing Beachview Drive.  
The Inn does have its’ own private beach access, 
which accommodates many guests during the year.  
It has a meeting room that can handle up to 50 
people for mini - convention groups.  During the 
snow bird season, the winter guests have special 
dinners, games and usually the ladies run teas at the 
Jekyll Club Hotel.    

Kayla wanted me to inform the public that the 
Days Inn continues to update their facilities 
periodically such as periodic carpet replacement, 
furniture, lobby area updates - mural recently 
painted by Buddy Hale and also that Barbara 
Williams was recently named by Days Inn as the 
top housekeeper for all of the Days Inn facilities.    

Days Inn & Suites (Budget Motels Inc.) - is owned 
and operated by Bill Latham.  Who is the long time 
owner.    

Some of the special packages that are run by the 
Days Inn are: Treasure Island (Island treasures in 
rooms), dinners at Blackbeards and casino boat 
rides.  Under the Sea - consists of dinner at 
Spanky’s and the Lady Jane shrimp boat ride.  
Finally, the Days Inn has special packages during 
the GA/FL golf tournament weekend.  The 
tournament special rate is $339.95, along with a free 
bus ride to the game in Jacksonville, free T-Shirts 
and snacks on the bus.    

As you can see there is a lot to offer the public and 
Kayla wanted to make it known that they will do 
whatever possible to make their guests stay as 
restful and enjoyable as possible. 

Hotel Corner 
By Bob Lelli 
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The People of Jekyll Island 

By Bob Lelli 

  
This issue of interesting people of Jekyll Island is 
about Darrell and Sharon Davidson of 411 
Riverview Drive.  As many of you know we have 
many people on Jekyll that have varying 

backgrounds 
and truly have a 
love for Jekyll 
Island.  Darrell 
and Sharon are 
just another 
couple that 
found Jekyll and 
have been here 
since Jan 1, 

2003 and loving every day of it.    

Darrell was born and raised in Iowa.  He holds a 
BS in Civil Engineering and a MS in Management.  
He served 27 years of active duty in the U.S. 
Marine Corps., retiring with the rank of Colonel in 
1980.  His post retirement career includes positions 
as a CPA, computer consultant and tax preparer.  
Darrell has three daughters, including twins and one 
son.  He also has four granddaughters, four 
grandsons and one great grandson.    

Sharon was born in Oak Ridge, TN, where her 
father was assigned to the Manhattan Project.  She 
spent her early years in Michigan, Ohio, and 
Maryland.  She graduated from Lake Forest 
College, IL, with a BS in biology and minors in 
chemistry and education.  She taught science in 
public and private schools and retired as a middle 
school science teacher from Loudoun County, Va. 
Sharon has a son and daughter and three grandsons.  

Darrell and Sharon were married in December of 
1990 and resided in rural Frederick County, MD 
before relocating to Jekyll Island.  

With Sharon retired and Darrell retiring from his 
accounting and tax practice they both decided to 
weigh their options of where to live in retirement.  
In 2002 following a graduation in FL and en route 
to another in VA they decided to stop by Jekyll 

Island after hearing about it from friends.  After a 
drive around the Island and a walk on the nearly 
deserted beach, Darrell and Sharon believed maybe 
there was something to the words on the literature 
handed to them at the toll booth - “Once your feet 
touch the sands of Jekyll Island you will always 
return” and that this might be their new destination.  
As they headed back up I-95 they concluded that 
this indeed might be their new home to put down 
roots.  The next look at Jekyll took only three weeks 
and reinforced what they had experienced, 
prompting they to submit a contract on their new 
home.  It was the most impulsive decision they had 
made in their time together and they felt it was the 
right one.  Following six months of shuttling 
between MD and Jekyll and selling their home in 
Maryland they relocated to Jekyll on Jan 1, 2003.    

From then on they have been involved in many 
activities on Jekyll.  Darrell joined Rotary and 
served 3 years as treasurer, served 2 terms on the 
board of Friends of Historic Jekyll Island including 
2 years as president and 1 year as treasurer, 
continues as a member of the Vestry and treasurer 
for St. Richard’s Episcopal Church, edited and 
distributed the Citizens Association e-mail 
communications, the JICA Net for 3 years, and 
lends computer skills to those in need along with 
becoming a tennis bum and biker in his spare time.  

Sharon has served on the Altar Guild at St. 
Richard’s Episcopal Church, served as treasurer and 
president of the JI Garden Club, joined the Jekyll 
Island Ladies League and served as its treasurer, 
served on the Board of the JI Arts Association and 
as coordinator of exhibiting artists. She has taken up 
pottery and has also become a tennis bum, a Mah 
Jongg addict and a biker in her spare time.  

Together they have joined the Paupers and Sand 
Dollar social organizations, helped handle the 
settlement process at a variety of charity auctions 
and have become very involved “Newbies”.  

So you can see Darrell and Sharon are so typical of 
the type of people that come to love and enjoy 
Jekyll Island.  They have made the most of their 
move so far and continue to look forward to a 
healthy and long stay on Jekyll Island. 

  

Darrell and Sharon 
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I recently had the pleasure of meeting with Donna 
Stewart, the new director of the 4 H Center.  Donna 
started her 4 H career in 1989 as the program  

  

Jekyll Island 4 H Center Director 
Donna Stewart  

coordinator for the Jekyll Island Center. In 2002 she 
transferred to the Rock Eagle 4 H Center, and this 
past May she returned to the Jekyll Island Center as 
director.  Donna holds a BS in Aquatic Biology 
from Brockport University of NY and an ME in 
Adult Education from the University of Ga.    

The Jekyll Island 4 H Center is part of the Univ. of 
Ga. Co-op extension program, which was started in 
1987.  The summer program, which has been 
running successfully for many years, was started in 
1983.  The 4 H programs run all year, with the 
environmental program being conducted in the fall 
and spring and the summer camp primarily as a 
youth facility.    

During the course of the environmental education 
program is staffed by 15 seasonal members, with 2 
permanent staff members and additional teaching 
staff.  Other staff consists of kitchen staff (5), 
maintenance staff (2), and housekeeping (2).  The 
summer staff counselors consist of 9 members, with   

programs being conducted from Monday thru 
Wednesday and Wednesday thru Friday as an 
overnight program.  The environmental program is 
aligned with the University of Georgia and follows 
its guidelines.  Last year over 12,000 children in 
grades 5 through 8 attended 4 H Center programs.    

The goal of the Jekyll Center is to supplement 
classroom experiences with outdoor activities. 
Basically the program accomplishes what the 
classroom teacher cannot by exposing students to 
various forms of outdoor experiences such as 
shrimping, nature walks and other forms of outdoor 
experiences.  The Jekyll Center also caters to 
religious groups, scouts and home schooled children 
as all the programs are coordinated thru the 
University of Georgia.    

Donna mentioned that she is looking into some 
new activities in the outreach area that will continue 
to expose students to all aspects of outdoor 
awareness.  She also wanted me to mention that if 
anyone is interested in further information about the 
4H program they can go to its’ website at 
Jekyll4H.org.    

I want to thank Donna for being so informative 
and open about the program.  Hopefully many of 
Georgia’s young students will continue to gain a 
valuable education and insight into our natural 
environment.    

 

Jekyll Island Web Sites 

 

The following is a partial list of web sites to help keep 
you informed about Jekyll Island activities.  
JICA - www.jekyllcitizens.org

  

JIA - www.jekyllislandauthority.org

  

Sea Turtle Center - www.georgiaseaturtlecenter.org

  

Jekyll Island - www.jekyllisland.com

  

Jekyll Club Hotel - www.jekyllclub.com/events.asp

  

Iniative To Protect Jekyll Island State Park - 
www.savejekyllisland.org

  

LLC Development - www.rediscoverjekyll.com

   

Tidelands 4-H Nature Center - www.tidelands4H.org

  
A Discussion With 4 H Director Donna Stewart 

By Bob Lelli 

 

http://www.jekyllcitizens.org
http://www.jekyllislandauthority.org
http://www.georgiaseaturtlecenter.org
http://www.jekyllisland.com
http://www.jekyllclub.com/events.asp
http://www.savejekyllisland.org
http://www.rediscoverjekyll.com
http://www.tidelands4H.org
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Finally the Village calls for improved public 
beachside facilities and ADA access.  

If you are interested in keeping up with the 
progress of this plan, mark the following dates and 
activities on your calendar:  

Oct 14 - LLC will give a public presentation on the 
new plan at the Convention Center.  

Nov 10 - Public hearing on the amendment to the 
Master Plan will be held at 2 p.m. in Beachside 
Hall.   

Dec 15 - JIA will meet to consider the final 
approval of the amendment.  

Planning and design on the Beach Village will 
take much of the coming year, with groundbreaking 
projected for Dec. 2009 or early 2010. LLC officials 
expect the new facilities will open in 2011.  

2.  Walter Meilander, a resident of Jekyll Island 
and Lions Club member was recently presented 
with the highest Lions Award, "The Melvin Jones 
Award" which is presented for outstanding service 
to the Club and community that one lives in.  
Walter has been involved in many of the activities 
of the Lions Club to include: in charge of the annual 
cheese sale fundraiser, he has been chairman for the 
local eye care program, chairman for the Lighthouse 
Foundation, has helped put out flags on holidays 
and has served as president of the Jekyll Lions 
Club.  Walter received his award at the Sept. 16 
meeting of the Lions Club, along with his wife Ann 
and daughter Linda Hambright in attendance.  
Congratulations Walter on a job well done and your 
continued support of Lion projects.  

3.  Jekyll Island Golf Courses - All golf courses 
are in great shape and the Dunes course recently re-
opened after a summer of maintenance. The 
fairways are plush and greens are true. 
Congratulations to golf course superintendent John 
Neidhardt, and his staff for a job well done. Our  
winter visitors (snowbirds) will be quite impressed 
with the condition of the courses.  

4. The Jekyll Island Garden Club will hold it’s 
annual club bazaar on Nov .19 at the Convention 
Center.  Proceeds from the event go toward 
scholarships and beautification of Jekyll Island.    

5.  JIAA additional programs:  

Jan. 8, 2009 - Tuesday 7:30 p.m. Beachside Hall, 
Convention Center. An evening of Shag Dancing.  
Come learn all about Shag dancing.  The Golden 
Isle Shag Club, under the direction of Wayne 
Bennett, will show the audience how to do the 
Shag.  Wayne will give the history of this Southern 
dance and there will be audience participation.  This 
looks to be a fun evening for all.  

Feb. 12, 2009 - Tuesday 7:30 p.m. Beachside Hall, 
Convention Center.  You Know its Country 
featuring Larry Hubbard.  Larry's roots were 
enriched at an early age in the traditional sounds of 
Country music and Gospel.  Larry has played with 
some of the greatest stars in country music 
including Carl Parkins.  He has written many 
country and gospel songs and is looking forward to 
sharing them with the audience.  

March 13, 14 and 15, 2009 – Fri., Sat. and Sunday 
- Goodyear Cottage, Historic District - ANNUAL 
ARTS FESTIVAL, always a very enjoyable 
weekend for those who appreciate the arts.   

6.   Christmas Preparation - As you travel around 
the Historic District and Toll Booth you can see the 
authority personnel preparing for the Christmas 
Season.  Lights are gradually being placed around 
trees and buildings in preparation for the tree 
lighting.  As many of you know the light festival 
and historic building decorations by residents are 
one of the most beautiful sights on Jekyll Island 
during the Christmas Season.  Make sure you visit 
the historic district during the holiday season.   

7.  Hampton Inn & Suites continues to move 
along in construction.  It is wonderful to see the 
future of Jekyll going on with great expectations. 

 
From the Editors Desk (Continued from Page 2) 

By Bob Lelli 
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                                                   The remains of Horton House on Riverview Rd. 
                                                               at the North end of Jekyll Island. 
__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  

__  

  

From the JICA MEMBERSHIP desk… 

  

Those of us who are JICA Board members take pride in the fact that our membership is growing yearly and that you, 
the members, seem ever more interested in the growth and direction of our Island. 

 

A yearly membership runs from June 1 to May 31 and the cost is going up in the light of expected needs to address 
critical issues the JICA is facing. At the special board meeting on March 21, the group voted to make annual dues $40 
for family, $25 for an individual. If you have a question about the status of your membership, please don’t hesitate to 
call me. I may not be able to give you an immediate answer, but I will get back to you ASAP. 

 

If I am not available, please leave a message with your telephone number and I’ll get back to you. You can reach me 
during the day at (912) 635-3301, or in the evening at (912) 635-3357. 

 

Many thanks for your continued support and input.                                                                                     Megan 
Jefferies 
__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __   __ 

 

Jekyll Island Citizens Association Membership Form 

 

My check for $_______ is enclosed for my 2007–2008 membership in the Jekyll Island Citizens Association. (Family - $40; Individual - $25) 

 

__________________________________________________________________________   ________________________________________________ 
Member                                                                                                                                                Email Address  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   ________________________________ 
Jekyll Address                                                          Street                                                                                                  Phone Number   

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   ________________________________ 
Other Address                                                          Street                                                                                                   Phone Number 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   ________________________ 
                                City                                                                                          State                                                                                        Zip    
Return this form with your dues to: Megan Jefferies, Membership Chairwoman, Jekyll Island Citizens Association, P.O. Box 13101, Jekyll Is., GA 31527                           

 


